300 games later,
Husker pride still
burns red hot

$1.2
TRILLION

BY KAY KEMMET
ONLY IN THE WORLD-HERALD

LINCOLN — Kathy and Jon Pounds
looked at each other as their redwearing friends cheered. The two
turned to each other.
“This is better than our wedding
day,” Jon told his wife.
The Huskers had just claimed the
1994 national championship with an
Orange Bowl win over the Miami
Hurricanes.
“She was in total agreement,” said
Jon Pounds, 57. “A lot of wives would
have been offended.”
Not Kathy. She enjoys Husker
games as much as her husband of
26 years. So much so that the Blair,
Neb., couple haven’t missed a game
— home or away — since the 1988
Nebraska vs. UCLA game in Los An-

is how much the
supercommittee is
trying to prevent being
added to the debt in the
next decade. Otherwise,
automatic cuts are to
whack that much from
the budget.

$15
TRILLION

is the national debt now.
It’s grown by more than
$1 trillion a year since
2009.

See Fans: Page 2
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Neither weather nor weddings have kept Jon and Kathy Pounds away from Husker football. The Blair couple will attend
their 300th consecutive game this weekend in Ann Arbor as Nebraska takes on Michigan.

ASUPER
DEADLINE
Washington’s long money
wrangle is at crunch
time. By Wednesday, a
supercommittee — six
Republican lawmakers and
six Democrats appointed
after the summer’s debtceiling standoff — is
supposed to produce a plan
to reduce red ink. They
talked in secret Friday and
vowed to keep on through
the weekend. If they fail, the
budget gets it: Automatic
cuts will lop the $1.2 trillion
target out of spending.
Questions and answers about
how the drama is unfolding:
Q: Is Wednesday really
the deadline?

A: Sooner, actually. The law
requires the supercommittee to
make its plan public 48 hours
before adopting it. That seems
to mean a deal is required by
Monday. Also, the Congressional
Budget Ofﬁce is supposed
to score the plan — formally
estimate whether it will achieve
what it claims — before a
supercommittee vote. Scoring
usually takes a week, but CBO
has been laying plans to do the
work faster.

Q: How did we get in this
hostage situation?

A: By forcing themselves to
confront the specter of acrossthe-board cuts, lawmakers hoped
to force a compromise. To make
the threat credible, they set
deadlines: The supercommittee
is to have a plan by Wednesday.
Congress is to adopt it — no
amendments allowed — by
Dec. 23. And President Barack
Obama must approve it. If not,
the robocuts are to start in
January 2013.

Cyclones shake up BCS
Iowa State shocks Oklahoma State in double
overtime, 37-31. SPORTS, PAGE 3C
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» BALANCED BUDGET ACT:
Bill fails to pass the House.
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Today’s forecast
High: 51 Low: 21
Full report:
Page 6B

BY MAGGIE O’BRIEN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Index

This Thanksgiving, stay home.
OK, just kidding. But if you are
ﬂying to see family this holiday,
brace yourself for airports bombarded with inexperienced travelers and planes full of passengers
and carry-on baggage.
“It’s going to be crowded conditions all the way around, so give
yourself some time,” said Dave
Byers, an associate professor with
the University of Nebraska at
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ON OMAHA.COM:
Tell us your tips to save time, money
and hassles during holiday travels.

JAMES R. BURNETT/THE WORLD-HERALD

Kelly and Briana Waldo of Lincoln arrive at Eppley Airﬁeld in Omaha after a
family trip. The kids are, from left, Chloe, 6; Camille, 5; and Colten, 9.

$

TICKET PRICES
» The average
round-trip ticket price
for the holiday week
this year is $212
nationally, a 1.8
percent increase over
last year.

NEW SCREENING
PROCEDURES
» Passengers 12
and under can leave
their shoes on
when going through
security checkpoints.
The Transportation
Security
Administration has
also reduced the
number of pat-downs
for kids.

23

WHEN TO TRAVEL

BAGGAGE

» If possible, travel
on Thanksgiving
Day rather than the
day before. It might
save you money and
the airports will be
less crowded.
» Don’t ﬂy home the
Monday after the
holiday. The business
travel crowd will be in
full force and airports
will be busy.

» If you can afford it,
check your luggage.
The overhead carryon bins are likely to
ﬁll up fast.
» Consider sending
your bags ahead.
Shipping may be less
expensive than extrabaggage fees.
» Travel light. Use
one bag for your
whole family.

TRAVELING
WITH GIFTS

TRAVELING WITH
FOOD

» Leave your gifts
unwrapped in case
they need to be
inspected.
» Snow globes are
not permitted in
carry-on bags.

» Cakes and pies
are permitted in
carry-on baggage.
» Food items that
could be considered
a liquid, gel or
aerosol item should
be in your checked
bag, shipped ahead
or left at home.

MUST
READ
Yarn Bomb
project knits
community

TIPS FOR THANKSGIVING AIR TRAVELERS

Q: What would the
automatic cuts hit?

MORE INSIDE, PAGE 5A
» CRUNCH TIME:
If supercommittee fails to act,
voters likely will at the polls
next year.

Omaha
weather

Experienced fliers
know: Preparation
and patience pay off

Q: Why such urgency?

See Committee: Page 2
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Turkey-time tips

A: Uncle Sam’s budget deﬁcits
have been running more than
$1 trillion a year since 2009,
accumulating a total debt of $15
trillion — almost triple what it
was just a decade ago. Most
ﬁnancial analysts say that can’t
continue indeﬁnitely without
raising fears of default like those
overshadowing Greece and
other European countries. How
to solve the problem — reduce
spending, raise taxes or both
— has become the deepest
ideological gulf in U.S. politics.

A: They would be split equally
between defense and nondefense categories. Social
Security is exempted. So
are Medicaid and veterans’
beneﬁts, food stamps and a
few other programs for the
poor and disabled. Medicare’s

MORE IN SPORTS
» BATTLE IN THE BIG HOUSE:
Nebraska travels to Michigan to face
Denard Robinson and the Wolverines
as the teams ﬁght to improve their
postseason stock.

GETTING READY
TO GO
» Check in online if

your airline allows
it.
» Arrive early;
assume security
lines will be long.
» Wear shoes that
are easy to slip
out of when going
through security.
» Wear your
heaviest clothing
on the plane. A big
coat takes up space
in your suitcase. If
you wear it instead,
you can carry
some things in the
pockets.

Street art is
being turned
into blankets for
homeless people.
Living

Sources: AAA Nebraska,
University of Nebraska at
Omaha Aviation Institute,
World-Herald readers

Protection order case dismissed over mailed paperwork
■ Nebraska’s Supreme

Court says state law
requires hand delivery
by a sheriff’s deputy.

CAMRY

BY JOE DUGGAN
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — So this angry guy
nudges his ex-wife in the head with
a baseball bat while their child looks
on.
Deputies arrest him, and Terry
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J. Graff of Long Pine, Neb., knows
he’s in trouble. That’s because a few
months earlier he was present when
a judge signed a protection order directing the couple to stay away from
each other, except to drop off or pick
up the kids for visitation.
The court mailed the protection

order to him.
But a deputy didn’t put it in his
hand, and that provided Graff the
technicality he needed Friday to
beat the protection order violation in
an appeal to the Nebraska Supreme
See Order: Page 2
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